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Houston County farmer Gloria Jeffcoat was named the 2016 Volunteer of the Year during the 
Alabama Farm-City Awards Luncheon April 7 in Birmingham. The event recognizes outstanding 
Farm-City committees and student award winners in poster, essay and multimedia contests.

w w w . A l f a F a r m e r s . o r g  •  N e w s  f r o m  t h e  A l a b a m a  F a r m e r s  F e d e r a t i o n

Corn, Cotton Acres 
Increase In 2016

More acres of corn and cotton 
are expected in Alabama this 

year with less soybeans and peanuts, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) Prospective 
Plantings report.

Farmers are expected to plant 
340,000 acres of corn, a 31-percent 
increase over last year, and 320,000 
acres of cotton, a 2-percent increase.

Tuscaloosa County farmer John 
E. Walker III said low prices for corn, 
cotton, soybeans and wheat have 
most farmers concerned about 
making a profit. 

“This year, we’re going to plant 
more of the crop that we think we 
will lose the least amount of money 
on — it’s just one of those years,” 
Walker said. “Seed prices are high, 
but fertilizer and fuel prices are 
cheaper, so that will help.” 

Walker grows corn, soybeans, 
cotton and wheat and has a cow-calf 
operation. He said being diversified 
helps during rough years.

 “A lot of years we have four or 
five ways to make money because 
of different crops and livestock,” he 
said. “That way, we don’t lose it all 
from one bad crop. It helps spread 
the risk.”

 Alabama farmers are expected 
to plant 470,000 acres of soybeans, 
a 6-percent decrease from last year, 
and 170,000 acres of peanuts, a 
15-percent decrease from 2015. 

Nationally, the USDA report 
showed a 6-percent increase in corn 
acres, 11-percent increase in cotton 
acres and 9-percent decrease in 
peanut acres. Soybean acreage is 
expected to be essentially level.

Farm-City Members, Groups Honored 
Farmers, students and community 

leaders joined together for the 
annual Alabama Farm-City Awards 
Luncheon April 7 in Birmingham to honor 
outstanding Farm-City committees and 
members.

Gloria Jeffcoat of Houston County 
received the Volunteer of the Year award 
for providing more than 300 hours of 
community service to the Houston 
County Farm-City Committee. She has 
served on the committee for over 20 
years.

“Whether behind the camera, 
compiling the scrapbook, decorating for 
the banquet or balancing the Farm-City 
checkbook, Houston County can count 
on Gloria Jeffcoat to get the job done,” 
said Jeff Helms, Alabama Farm-City 
Committee chairman.

The Cullman County Farm-City 
Committee received the Best Overall 
Farm-City Committee award for the 
fourth straight year. The group also won 

awards for Best Farm-City Committee in 
Division I and Best Special Activities. The 
Houston County Farm-City Committee 
was Division I runner-up.

In Division II, the Pike County Farm-
City Committee was named Best Overall, 
and the Lawrence County Farm-City 
Committee was runner-up.

Additional awards were presented to 
county Farm-City committees along with 
recognition for student winners in the 
statewide poster, essay and multimedia 
contests. Gibbs Farms in Cleburne County 
was the 2016 Alabama Farm of Distinction 
winner. 

The annual luncheon is held in 
conjunction with the Alabama Farmers 
Federation’s Women’s Leadership 
Conference at the Hyatt Regency - 
Wynfrey Hotel. 

For a list of awards, read the May 
issue of Neighbors. For event photos, 
go to Flickr.com/AlabamaFarmers or 
Facebook.com/AlabamaFarmers.



O B I T U A R I E S

Albert Francis “Sonny” Caley of 
Marion Junction died March 31. He was 
92. Caley was a World War II veteran and a 
Dallas County Farmers Federation board 
member.

Survivors include his daughter, 
Frances Henderson (Bruce); son 
Thomas Franklin Caley (Margaret); 
four grandchildren; and 11 great-
grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Marion 
Junction Cemetery Fund, ATTN: Frank 
Rogers, 11700 U.S. Hwy 80, Marion 
Junction, AL 36759.

Walter Theodore “W.T.” Ponder of 
Alexandria died March 7. He was 100. 
Ponder was a former Calhoun County 
Farmers Federation president.

Survivors include his wife of 76 years, 
Frankie Ponder; daughters Linda Findley 
and Paula Lewis; four grandchildren; and 
12 great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church CTV.

John William Sudduth of Double 
Springs died March 19. He was 72. 
Sudduth was a Winston County Farmers 
Federation board member.

Survivors include his wife of 48 years, 
Mary Lansford Sudduth; daughters Sanda 
Posey (Stan) and Carla McEwen (Brett); 
and seven grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to 
Gideon’s International, Southern Baptist 
Convention or American Cancer Society.

Fatal Vision Events Teach Lifelong Lessons

The Auburn City School System hosted a Fatal Vision event March 30 for students in driver 
education courses to better understand the dangers of drunk and distracted driving. To learn 
how to schedule a Fatal Vision event, go to alfafarmers.org/programs/for-schools.

Ag In The Classroom Work Session

The Women’s Leadership Conference at the Hyatt Regency - Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham April 
6-7 included an Ag in the Classroom (AITC) work session where attendees made crafts for the 
AITC Summer Institute in June. From left are Ronnie Mobley and Linda Lee of Winston County.

Board Accepts Deer Season, Game Check Changes

The Alabama Conservation Advisory 
Board (CAB) approved an extended 

deer hunting season and a mandatory 
Game Check for deer and turkey harvests 
during its March 26 meeting in Pelham. 
The Alabama Legislative Oversight Com-
mittee must approve CAB’s recommenda-
tions.

CAB recommended an uninterrupted 
extended gun deer hunting season from 

Nov. 19 to Feb. 10, 2017. Previously, 
the state had two hunting zones with 
different season dates.

The recommendation stipulated the 
state’s voluntary Game Check system for 
reporting deer and turkey harvests must 
be made mandatory. If the mandatory 
system is not approved, deer season dates 
would revert to the previous setup with 
two zones.

Pre-Register For New  
Farmer Curriculum

An online curriculum for new 
and beginning farmers will be 

available this month from the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension System.

Topics cover marketing, integrated 
pest management, food safety, pesticides 
safety and fruit and vegetable production 
systems.

Anyone may pre-register for the 
e-curriculum publication notification. 
Visit aces.edu/anr/beginningfarms, and 
fill out the pre-registration form on the 
left hand toolbar. 

Additional resources, including a list 
of farm service providers, are available 
on the website as part of the Alabama 
Beginning Farmers Project.

For additional information, call Ann 
Chambliss (251) 331-8416.



Commodity Corner
Horticulture 

GroupGAP, a new U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Food Safety Certification 
Program, started April 4. It will help small- 
and mid-sized growers and cooperatives 
afford GAP certification and comply with 
food safety requirements. For details, visit 
tinyurl.com/GroupGAP.

-Mac Higginbotham, division director

Wheat & Feed Grains
Heavy rains have created a medium 

to high wheat scab risk in Alabama. 
Extension plant pathologist Dr. Austin 
Hagan said farmers who plan to harvest 
wheat should consider making a scab 
control spray with products listed on the 
IPM guide, which is online at tinyurl.com/
IPMSprayGuide.

-Carla Hornady, division director 

Catfish
The catfish Food Safety and 

Inspection Service (FSIS) program will 
be phased-in over 18 months. The final 
rule takes effect Sept. 1, 2017, when 
it will cover domestic farms, live fish 
transportation and processing. An 
equivalent inspection must be performed 
on foreign fish exported to the U.S. with 
re-inspection at point of entry.

-Rick Oates, division director

Peanuts
Registration for the 2016 Southern 

Peanut Growers Conference is open. The 
conference is July 21-23 at the Sandestin 
Golf and Beach Resort.

Visit alpeanuts.com for lodging and 
registration information.

-Caleb Bristow, division director

Beef
Prices have come down since last 

year but should still be a workable 
scenario for most. Farmers should begin 
considering marketing options for both 
fall- and spring-born calves. Adding value 
by retaining ownership after weaning, 
castrating bulls and/or administering a 
reputable vaccination program are good 
tools that can help earn back the extra 
dollars the market has surrendered.

-Nate Jaeger, division director

Poultry
Since Jan. 20, laryngotracheitis (LT) 

virus has been diagnosed on 27 north 
Alabama broiler farms. Companies within 
the six-county area are vaccinating flocks, 
and farmers have enhanced biosecurity 
measures. Integrators have asked farmers 
to not spread chicken litter from infected 
or vaccinated flocks.

-Guy Hall, division director

First Alabama A&M Scholarship Awarded

On March 10, Alabama Farmers Federation staff presented Thomaston native Breanna Harris 
a $1,750 scholarship from the Marengo County Farmers Federation and the Alabama Farmers 
Agriculture Foundation for the 2015-2016 academic year. Harris is a senior food science major at 
Alabama A&M University. From left are College of Agricultural, Life and Natural Sciences Dean 
Dr. Lloyd Walker; Harris; Federation area organization directors Wallace Drury and Josh Melson; 
and Federation Organization Department Director Mike Tidwell.

Upcoming Events
• April 27-28 - Food Entrepreneur 

Conference in Auburn. For 
details, go to aufsi.auburn.edu.

• April 29 - Online registration 
opens at 2 p.m. for the Alabama 
Farmers Federation Commodity 
Producers Conference July 28-31 
in Mobile. Visit AlfaFarmers.org 
for the registration link.

• May 15 - Women in Agriculture 
Basic Training at Blackbelt 
Research and Extension Center 
in Marion Junction from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Cost is $40. For details, 
visit tinyurl.com/WIATraining.

• May 16-20 - Federation Beef 
Tour in Kansas.

Green Joins Federation 
As Commodity Director

Former Alabama TREASURE Forest 
Association (ATFA) intern William 

Green has joined the Alabama Farmers 
Federation as a commodity director. 

The Pintlala native will continue 
promoting ATFA and its membership, 

along with tackling 
feral hog issues.

He is a 2014 
Auburn University 
graduate and a 
former Federation 
scholarship recipient.

“I’m excited to 
work for farmers and 

landowners across the state,” Green said. 
“The Federation has been an important 
part of my life, and I’m passionate about 
growing and communicating the value of 
an organization that has given so much 
to me.”

Green will work closely with Rick 
Oates, the Federation’s Forestry Division 
director and ATFA executive director.

Green and his wife, Mallory, live in 
Montgomery, where she is a fifth-grade 
teacher at St. James School.

Green
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Big Plans For Graham Farm And Nature Center

Alabama Farmers Federation Executive Director Paul Pinyan and Federation District 4 Director 
Phillip Thompson toured Graham Farm and Nature Center March 25. The farm was recently 
donated to the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, which plans to develop hiking trails, 
campgrounds and educational facilities at the site. From left are Pinyan, Donna Sands of 
Jackson County Extension, Thompson, Jackson County Extension Coordinator Themika Sims 
and Graham Farm manager Noah Bowling.

Palmer Tours Chilton County Farms

 

U.S. Rep. Gary Palmer of Alabama’s 6th Congressional district, right, 
toured the Verbena farm of Wendell Kelley, left, on March 31. He also 
visited Petals From the Past in Jemison and ate lunch with farmers 
from Blount, Chilton, Coosa, Jefferson and Shelby counties to learn 
about their concerns on federal rules and regulations.

Seed Bill, GF Budget 
Receive Final Approval 

Alabama’s General Fund (GF) budget 
has been approved, and the 

governor signed a bill into law that 
creates statewide seed standards.

Gov. Robert Bentley originally vetoed 
the $1.85 billion GF April 5, but the State 
Senate and House of Representatives 
voted to override the veto within hours.

The GF includes a 5-percent increase 
in spending over the last budget. It 
includes $400,000 to offset registration 
fees for Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operation (CAFO) permits, an increase of 
$120,000 over last year. 

The GF also included $81,403 for 
the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program, formally known as AWEP, or the 
Agriculture Water Enhancement Program.

On April 4, Bentley signed a seed pre-
emption bill, SB58, sponsored by State 
Sen. Tom Whatley, R-Auburn. The law 
will place regulation of seeds under the 
jurisdiction of the Alabama Department 
of Agriculture and Industries.

SB58 was a priority for the Alabama 
Farmers Federation.


