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Clay Kennamer raises corn silage in Jackson County. Normally, the corn would be more than six 
feet high by July. Because of severe drought this year, corn he planted in mid-May is about knee-
high. Kennamer said he received two-tenths of an inch of rain July 10.
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Lack Of Rain Worries Alabama Farmers
Drought is a�ecting more than 40 

percent of Alabama, with another 20 
percent of the state rated abnormally dry.

Lack of summer rainfall has farm-
ers across the state concerned for crops 
and livestock. Jackson County cattle 
farmer Clay Kennamer lives in an extreme 
drought area, according to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor.

"Most people up here are feeding hay 
once or twice a week," Kennamer said. 
"There won't be any hay here this winter, 
but it's not like we'll have to go to Texas 
to get hay. There should be some within 
100 miles because the drought isn't that 
widespread."

Kennamer planted 65 acres of corn in 
mid-May for silage. He said soil fertility 
was good, but drought has stunted corn 
growth.

"The tallest corn is only three feet 
tall," he said. "Our corn still has a chance 
because it's planted later, but this drought 
is wearing us out."

Shelby County row crop farmer John 
DeLoach said his cotton and soybeans 
could use rain, but he's most concerned 
about his corn.

"No amount of rain will help the corn 
now; it is what it is," DeLoach said. "I'm 
expecting only 60 percent of our average 
yield on corn. But I've been wrong before, 
and I wouldn't mind being wrong again."

DeLoach said he planted more cotton 
acres than other crops because he was 
concerned about drought.

"During cotton planting, there was a 
stretch where we had a quarter inch of 
rain in four weeks," he said. "Cotton takes 
dry weather better than corn, but it's still 
going to be a rough year."

According to the July 11 Crop Progress 
and Condition Report for Alabama, very 
poor or poor ratings were given to 30 
percent of the corn crop, 26 percent of 
pasture and 17 percent of soybeans. In 
contrast, over 95 percent of cotton and 
peanuts were rated fair or better.

New Events To Take 
Place At Conference

Less less than two weeks remain 
until the Alabama Farmers Feder-

ation Commodity Producers Confer-
ence kicks o� in Mobile July 28-31.

In its 44th year, the conference 
will feature new events to engage 
more members and make a greater 
impact on the Port City.

"A big change is our Saturday 
general session," said Brian Hardin, 
Federation Governmental and Agri-
cultural Programs Department direc-
tor. "We'll have a town hall meeting 
format moderated by Federation 
President Jimmy Parnell. Plus, there's 
more chances for audience participa-
tion. We'll be using the smartphone 
app Poll Everywhere to survey the 
audience and accept questions."

The conference also includes two 
new fundraisers. Stu� The Silo for the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Mobile is a friendly competition 
among Federation board districts 
held at registration. A donation to 
the Alabama Farmers Agriculture 
Foundation on Saturday will allow 
donors to vote for the �rst "People's 
Choice" Award in the Women's 
Leadership Committee's Tablescapes 
Contest.

For the �rst time, Saturday's 
Outstanding Young Farm Family 
announcement will be broadcast live 
on the Federation Facebook page.

Conference attendees may 
participate in the Farm Tour Photo 
Contest on Friday by posting photos 
to social media. 

For more information on the 
conference, visit AlfaFarmers.org. 
Use #AlfaFarmers16 for social media 
posts from the event.



Commodity Corner
Soybean

According to Extension Entomologist 
Tim Reed, soybeans should be monitored 
this week for soybean pod worms. A 
high number of cotton bollworm moths 
have been found in traps in Autauga and 
Elmore counties. Soybean looper infesta-
tions have greatly increased in Baldwin 
County, so looper infestation may be a 
week earlier than normal this year.

-Carla Hornady, division director

Equine
Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate and 

House of Representatives Ag Appro-
priations committees voted to continue 
suspending funds for horse slaughter 
inspectors for Fiscal Year 2017. U.S. Reps. 
Robert Aderholt and Martha Roby, both 
Alabama Republicans on the committee, 
voted against the suspension, which is in-
line with Federation policy that supports 
processing horses.

-Nate Jaeger, division director

Feral Hogs
Farmers in Lowndes County and near 

Autaugaville may qualify for additional 
funds to �ght feral hog damage, provided 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice. For more information, please email 
WMGreen@alfafarmers.org.

-William Green, division director

Horticulture 
Farmers markets play a major role in 

providing healthy foods. Recently, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture redesigned 
its website for SNAP & Farmers Markets, 
making it easier to navigate. Updates 
include contacts and a map with locations 
of SNAP-authorized farmers markets. Visit 
the site at www.fns.usda.gov/ebt/snap-
and-farmers-markets.

-Mac Higginbotham, division director

Poultry
An LT outbreak on north Alabama 

poultry farms led to vaccinations on farms 
stretching from Franklin to Etowah coun-
ties. The Alabama Avian Health Advisory 
Board plans to stop vaccinations at poul-
try operations July 22 and hopes growers 
will stop spreading litter after July 8 in 
the vaccine zone to prevent outbreaks in 
non-vaccinated �ocks being placed. The 
last con�rmed case of LT in Alabama was 
May 25. 

-Guy Hall, division director

Peanuts
While it appears to be a respectable 

growing season so far, Alabama peanut 
farmers continue to need timely rain. 
Rainfall and crop management in the next 
30 to 50 days is critical in determining 
how successful peanut yields will be. 

-Caleb Bristow, division director
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State Commodity Committees Host On-Farm Meetings
Members of the Alabama Farmers Federation State Greenhouse, Nursery & Sod (GNS) and Hay & Forage committees recently left the board room 
behind in favor of farm tours for their regularly scheduled meetings. 

State GNS Committee 1st Vice Chairman Jon Hegeman of Calhoun 
County, in red, welcomed other committee members June 23 to his 
recently expanded perennial division of Greenway Plants Inc. in Centre. 
Along with the greenhouse tour, the meeting focused on Hegeman’s 
experience with hiring Haitian labor for farm work. To learn more about 
Haitian labor, go to tinyurl.com/HaitianLabor.

On June 30, the State Hay & Forage Committee visited the Pike County 
farm of the group's 2nd Vice Chair Steve Stroud, center, who recently 
installed irrigation on his hay �eld. From left are Mark Landers, 1st Vice 
Chair Scott Poague, Chairman Joe Potter, Winford Parmer, Joe Ching, 
Stroud, Phyllis Jones, Joe Williams, Neal Kelly, Wade Hill and Nate 
Jaeger, Alabama Farmers Federation’s Hay & Forage Division director.

On The Move In Ag
• Savannah Daughtry is the new 

west Alabama representative 
for the Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management 
Field Operations Division.

• Jerry Etheredge of Montgom-
ery was elected Livestock Mar-
keting Association president at 
the group's annual convention in 
Lexington, Kentucky, June 29. He 
will serve a two-year term.

• Steve Taylor was named associ-
ate dean of Auburn University’s 
Samuel Ginn College of Engi-
neering e�ective July 1. 

Stanley Sellers of the Stroud commu-
nity died June 12. He was 59. 

Sellers was the Chambers County 
Farmers Federation vice president and 
former county treasurer. He was also 
Chambers County Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion treasurer.

He is survived by his wife, Kathy Bur-
nett Sellers, and son, Christopher Sellers 
(Karen).

Memorials may be made to Mt. Pisgah 
Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery or 
Bethel Baptist Church in Five Points.



FAA Clears The Air For Using Drones In Agriculture

The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) released a rule June 21 that will 

allow farmers to use Unmanned Aerial 
Systems (UAS), or drones, starting in late 
August. 

The rule applies to UASs less than 55 
pounds. It will require operators, who 
must be at least 16 years old, to register 
their UAS online, pass a written exam at 
an FAA-approved testing center and pass 
a TSA background check. Before the rule 
change, a pilot’s license was required to 
operate a UAS for commercial purposes. 

“Farmers can use the machines to 

monitor crops and livestock, so they can 
be more precise about when to start 
harvest or quickly locate a cow in the �eld 
that's having problems birthing a calf,” 
said Carla Hornady, Alabama Farmers 
Federation Cotton, Soybean and Wheat & 
Feed Grains divisions director. 

UAS �ights must be made during 
daylight hours, and machines must stay in 
the operator's sight. They cannot be �own 
within �ve miles of airports and must stay 
at or under 400 feet in the air. There is a 
60-day comment period on the �nal rule, 
which will take e�ect in late August.

Blount County Farmers, Local Leaders Break Bread

The Blount County Farmers Federation's Women's Leadership and Young Farmers committees 
hosted a legislative breakfast June 18 in Oneonta. From left are State Sen. Clay Sco�eld, 
R-Guntersville; State Rep. David Standridge, R-Hayden; county President Tim Whitley; State Sen. 
Shay Shellnut, R-Trussville; and State Rep. Randall Shedd, R-Cullman. U.S. Rep. Gary Palmer of 
Alabama's 6th Congressional District was the event's guest speaker.

AAES Units Home To 
750 Research Trials
Guest column from AAES Outlying 
Units Director Dale Monks

The Alabama Agricultural Experi-
ment Station (AAES) outlying 

units are currently home to more 
than 750 research trials. 

Data from those trials will be used 
to help make farms become more 
environmentally and economically 
sustainable.

Annual experiments are conduct-
ed on beef cattle, row crops, fruit, 
vegetables and ornamentals.

When driving by one of the AAES 
stations, consider the research that 
goes into making the U.S. food sys-
tem safe and abundant.

Soybean Rust Reported On Kudzu 
In Many South Alabama Counties

Low levels of soybean rust (SBR) have 
been discovered on kudzu in Baldwin, 
Choctaw, Clarke, Co�ee, Covington, Cren-
shaw, Dale, Escambia, Geneva, Houston, 
Lee, Mobile, Monroe, Montgomery, Tal-
lapoosa, Washington and Wilcox counties. 

SBR is wind-spread and attacks soy-
beans and other legumes. Farmers should 
scout soybeans for signs of SBR including 
brown or brick-red spots on leaves begin-
ning at the lower canopy of the plant 
during or after blooming. 

New TREASURE Forest Tags 
Available For Online Pre-Order

The Alabama TREASURE Forest Asso-
ciation (ATFA) has a redesigned license 
plate now available for pre-order. 

The $50 tag fee is tax deductible. To 
place an order, visit TreasureForest.org. 
For more details, contact William Green at 
(334) 612-5235.

Alabama WFF Invites Hunters To 
Upcoming Game Check Seminars

The Alabama Division of Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries is hosting summer 
seminars about how to use the Game 
Check system. The State Conservation 
Advisory Board has recommended a 
mandatory Game Check for deer and 
turkey harvests during the 2016-2017 
hunting season.

Go to OutdoorAlabama.com/game-
check-seminar-series or call (334) 242-
3465 for the seminar schedule.

Upcoming Events
• July 21-23 - Southern Peanut 

Growers Conference in Miramar 
Beach, Florida. Visit AlPeanuts.
com for more information.

• July 25 - Early-bird registration 
of $50 closes for the Auburn Uni-
versity College of Agriculture's 
Beef Cattle Conference on Aug. 
13 in Auburn. Late registration 
costs $100. For more informa-
tion, call (334) 844-1521 or visit 
ag.auburn.edu/ansc.

• July 28-31 - Alabama Farmers 
Federation's Commodity Produc-
ers Conference in Mobile. Visit 
AlfaFarmers.org for more details.

Apply For Century And 
Heritage Farm Program

The Alabama Department of Agricul-
ture and Industries (ADAI) is accepting 

applications for its Century and Heritage 
Farm programs through Aug. 26.

A Century Farm must consist of 40 
or more acres; have been continuously 
farmed for at least 100 years; and be 
owned by the applicant.

A Heritage Farm must have been in 
continuous operation for at least 100 
years; have historic signi�cance and must 
include at least one structure 40 years or 
older.

To apply, contact Amy Belcher with 
ADAI at amy.belcher@agi.alabama.gov or 
(334) 240-7126.
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The Beginning Of A Leadership Journey

The two-year Agricultural Leaders For Alabama ( A.L.F.A. Leaders) program for Class IV started 
with meetings at the home o�ce in Montgomery June 28 - July 1. Class members are listed with 
their counties. Front row: Hunter McBrayer, Marshall; Beth Hornsby, Lee; Samantha Carpenter, 
Madison; Amy Burgess, Blount and Marshall; Wendy Yeager, Dallas; Leah McElmoyl, DeKalb; and 
Cooper Holmes, Perry. Middle row: Jeremy Wilson, Talladega; Taber Ellis, Autauga; Tyler Sandlin, 
Limestone; Stinson Ellis, Lowndes; and David Lee, Lowndes. Back row: Eli Howard, Cullman; John 
DeLoach, Shelby; Lance Miller, Blount; Daniel Tubbs, Walker; and Russell Miller, Walker.

Congressman Takes Tasty Tour

Congressman Mo Brooks of Alabama’s 5th District, left, taste-tested 
peaches and peach ice cream as he toured Mike Reeves’ farm in 
Morgan County June 27. His visit also included a stop at the poultry 
and row crop farm of Mark and Sandy Byrd to discuss federal issues 
facing Alabama farmers. 

EPA Extends Comment 
Period On Atrazine Ban

Farmers have until Oct. 4 to comment 
on the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s (EPA) ban on atrazine proposed 
in an Ecological Risk Assessment draft.

Atrazine is an herbicide commonly 
used on corn, sugar cane and sorghum. 
It allows farmers to reduce tillage, which 
protects soil and conserves water and 
nutrients.

“I encourage all farmers to get in 
touch with the EPA and explain how 
important atrazine is, not only to corn, 
but also to the environment,” said Carla 
Hornady, the Alabama Farmers Fed-
eration’s Wheat & Feed Grains Division 
director.

Atrazine was registered as an herbi-
cide in 1958, and company o�cials say its 
safety has been established in more than 
7,000 scienti�c experiments.

A 2012 University of Chicago study 
suggests farming without atrazine could 
cost corn farmers up to $59 per acre.

To submit comments, visit the 
National Corn Growers Association 
website at ncga.com/atz.




