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U.S. Sens. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) and Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) were two of 10 Southern senators 
who sent Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack a letter Nov. 5 asking to protect poultry farmers 
should an avian influenza outbreak occur this fall. In Alabama, poultry accounts for 86,237 jobs 
and $15.1 billion annually in economic impact according to a recent study.
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Deal May Avoid 
Crop Insurance Cuts  

House leaders have promised to 
restore crop insurance funding 

to levels authorized in the farm bill 
after a budget deal threatened to cut 
crop insurance funding by $3 billion.  

On Oct. 28, the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2015, H.R. 1314, passed 
the House 266-157. The two-year 
budget deal extends the nation’s 
borrowing limit through March 2017 
and would increase spending in each 
of the next two fiscal years.

To offset a portion of the 
additional spending, the House 
capped the rate of return for crop 
insurance companies at 8.9 percent. 
The 2014 Farm Bill decreased the 
targeted rate of return for crop 
insurance companies to 14 percent.  

“The increased financial burden 
this would place on crop insurance 
providers would ultimately impact 
the availability and affordability 
of crop insurance for U.S. farmers,” 
said Alabama Farmers Federation 
National Legislative Programs 
Director Mitt Walker. “Alabama’s 
entire delegation stepped up and let 
it be known that changes to the crop 
insurance program in this bill were a 
huge issue for Alabama farmers.”

Leaders of the House and Senate 
agriculture committees worked 
feverishly until the vote to strip the 
crop insurance provisions from the 
bill. 

Although the troublesome 
language remained, an agreement 
was reached prior to its passage 
to restore crop insurance funding 
during the budget appropriations 
process. That legislation is expected 
to be finalized in the next few weeks.

Protection For Poultry Farmers Sought  
U.S. Sens. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) and 

Jeff Sessions, (R-Ala.) signed on to 
a letter to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack Nov. 5 seeking additional 
protection for poultry growers should 
an outbreak of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) occur this fall.

The letter, signed by 10 Southern 
senators, requests USDA address the 
potential financial impact on growers 
as it implements its Fall 2015 HPAI 
Preparedness and Response Plan.

Alabama Farmers Federation Poultry 
Division Director Guy Hall praised 
Alabama’s senators for their initiative to 
protect farmers and the poultry industry.

“We appreciate Sens. Shelby and 
Sessions recognizing the cost an HPAI 
outbreak could have on individual 
producers and the industry as a whole,” 
Hall said. “The disease could disrupt the 
supply chain for farmers not directly 
affected by an outbreak. This could create 

a financial burden, and it’s important to 
protect those farmers from losses that 
could threaten their livelihoods.”

Specifically, the letter requests USDA:
• Allow indemnity payments to be 

split between poultry companies 
and contracted farmers with affected 
birds.

• Provide indemnity payments for 
downtime caused by an outbreak as 
well as bird mortality.

• Develop guidelines to restructure 
existing direct and guaranteed loans 
to provide financial flexibility to 
farmers impacted by HPAI.
Other U.S. Senators who signed the 

letter were John Boozman (R-Ark.), Bill 
Cassidy (R-La.), Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), 
Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), Johnny Isakson 
(R-Ga.), David Perdue (R-Ga.), David Vitter 
(R-La.) and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.).

To view the letter to Vilsack, visit 
http://1.usa.gov/1NSaGZH. 



Commodity Corner
Forestry

Georgia Pacific is investing $110 
million to upgrade its Alabama River 
Cellulose Mill in Monroeville.  The 
company will replace an existing wood 
yard and upgrade parts of the pulp mill.  
This mill processes over 4.5 million tons of 
wood annually and employs 440 people.  

-Rick Oates, division director

Dairy, Pork and Poultry
At its Dec. 18 meeting, the 

Environmental Management Commission 
(EMC) may vote on a proposed 20-percent 
increase in annual registration fees for 
farmers under the Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management’s AFO/
CAFO program. Before the vote, EMC will 
consider comments submitted during a 
Nov. 12 public hearing about the fees.

-Guy Hall, divisions director

Horticulture 
The Food and Drug Administration 

will soon release federal safety 
regulations for growing and packing 
fresh produce, required under the Food 
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). The U.S. 
Senate’s 2016 agriculture appropriations 
bill includes $45 million for FSMA 
implementation, while the House version 
includes $41.5 million. For more details, 
visit tinyurl.com/FSMA2015.

-Mac Higginbotham, division director

Wheat & Feed Grains
The 2015 Alabama Corn and Wheat 

Short Course is Dec. 14-15 at The Hotel 
at Auburn University. Topics include 
higher corn yields, soil health, cover crops, 
sorghum production and profitability. 
Continuing education units (CEUs) and 
pesticide units are offered. The event 
is free, but registration is required by 
Dec. 4. Visit aces.edu/anr/crops for more 
information.

-Carla Hornady, division director 

Peanuts
Recent rain halted peanut 

harvest across most of Alabama. With 
approximately 20 percent of this year’s 
crop still in the field, farmers are anxiously 
waiting. Yield and grade will likely 
decrease when harvest resumes.

-Caleb Bristow, division director

Equine
According to Auburn University 

equine scientists, rotational deworming 
for horses is no longer effective against 
internal parasites. Fecal egg counts are 
the preferred method for farm parasite 
control. For bots and tapeworms, which 
do not show up on fecal egg counts, the 
recommendation still stands to deworm 
after first frost, which ranges from 
November to January in Alabama.

-Nate Jaeger, division director

O B I T U A R Y

Farmers Spread Love, Reduce Hunger

The Alabama Peanut Producers Association (APPA), with the help of the nonprofit group Peanut 
Proud, recently donated nearly 11,000 jars of peanut butter to food banks in Dothan, Mobile 
and Montgomery. From left are Montgomery Area Food Bank Executive Director Parke Hinman, 
APPA Board members Billy Hixon of Pike County and Jerry Byrd of Dale County, APPA President 
Carl Sanders and APPA Executive Director Caleb Bristow.

Billy Charles Mitchell of Moulton, 
a Lawrence County Farmers Federation 
member, died Oct. 21. He was 74. 

Survivors include his wife, Peggy 
Barrett Mitchell; son, Mylan Brett Mitchell 
(Geanan); daughter, Sonya Mitchell Kil-
patrick (Stephen); and five grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Gideons 
International.

Upcoming Events
• Nov. 19-20 - Alabama Fruit and 

Vegetable Growers Association 
Fall Conference and Trade Show 
in Clanton. Visit aces.edu/go/560 
for more information.

• Dec. 6-7 - Federation Annual 
Meeting in Montgomery. Go to 
events.signup4.com/
2015annualmeeting for details.

• Dec. 9-10 - Alabama Forage and 
Grassland Conference in Eufaula. 
Visit aces.edu/anr/forages for 
more information.

• Dec. 14-15 - Alabama Corn and 
Wheat Short Course in Auburn. 
Go to aces.edu/anr/crops for 
details.

• Dec. 15-16 - Southern Peanut 
Farmers Federation Winter 
Conference in Destin, Florida. 
For more information, visit 
southernpeanutfarmers.org.

Hedgepath Named 
Auburn’s First Arborist

Auburn University alumnus Alex 
Hedgepath recently joined the 

school’s faculty as its first arborist.
A 2012 graduate, Hedgepath 

previously worked for the city of Fairhope 
in tree care and maintenance. 

“Auburn is where I fell in love with 
arboriculture and urban forestry, so when 
the arborist position opened, I knew I 
wanted to come back,” Hedgepath said.

In his new role at Auburn, Hedgepath 
will oversee the care of all trees on 
campus, provide risk assessment, 
maintain a tree inventory and advise 
others on proper tree protection.

Auburn’s main campus is home 
to over 8,000 trees, including over 120 
species. 



Political Update Provided In Chambers County

Special guests State Rep. Isaac Whorton, R-Valley, and David Cole, Alabama Farmers Federation 
State House Legislative Programs director, provided an update on state politics at the Chambers 
County Farmers Federation Oct. 26 meeting. From left are Chambers County Farmers Federation 
President Jack Robertson, Whorton, Cole, county board member Frank Benford and Federation 
Southeast Area Vice President George Jeffocat.

Senate Fails To Repeal 
EPA’s WOTUS Rule

A bill to repeal the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Waters of 

the United States (WOTUS) rule, S. 1140, 
failed to gain enough support in the U.S. 
Senate Nov. 1 to allow a vote.

It takes 60 votes to end debate 
and bring a bill up for a final vote. The 
procedural “cloture” vote on S. 1140 by 
Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) failed 57-41. 
Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) cosponsored 
the legislation, and Sen. Jeff Sessions 
(R-Ala.) supported the bill in committee. 
Both Alabama senators voted for cloture. 

Alabama Farmers Federation 
National Legislative Programs Director 
Mitt Walker said the vote is a setback 
for farmers seeking to end the threat of 
intrusive government regulation.

“The WOTUS rule has the potential 
to bring much of America’s farmland 
under the jurisdiction of the Clean Water 
Act. This would give EPA much greater 
authority than Congress intended,” 
Walker said. “Currently, a federal court has 
stopped implementation of the rule, and 
we will continue to work with Congress 
to secure a permanent solution that gives 
farmers and property owners peace of 
mind.”

On Nov. 4, the Senate passed a 
resolution by Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) 
to overturn the regulation under the 
Congressional Review Act. However, the 
House must vote on the resolution, and 
President Barack Obama has promised to 
veto the measure. 

Earlier this year, the House of 
Representatives passed a separate bill to 
repeal the WOTUS rule.

Farmers Federation Endorses Candidates For 2016

The Alabama Farmers Federation 
and its political action committee, 

FarmPAC, have endorsed candidates for 
the 2016 election.

“It’s important to be involved in the 
political process because elected officials 
shape public policy that has a direct 
impact on farmers,” said Jimmy Parnell, 
Federation president. “These endorsed 
candidates have listened to Federation 
members and worked to address their 
concerns.”

Endorsements from the FarmPAC 
Advisory Trustees were approved by the 
group’s executive trustees Oct. 19.

Endorsed candidates are:
• U.S. Senator from Alabama - Richard 

Shelby
• U.S. Representative, District 1 - 

Bradley Byrne
• U.S. Representative, District 2 - 

Martha Roby
• U.S. Representative, District 3 - Mike 

Rogers
• U.S. Representative, District 4 - Robert 

Aderholt
• U.S. Representative, District 5 - Mo 

Brooks
• U.S. Representative, District 6 - Gary 

Palmer
• U.S. Representative, District 7 - Terri 

Sewell
• Public Service Commission President 

- Twinkle Andress Cavanaugh

Items Needed For 
Silent Auction

The Alabama Farmers Federation 
is seeking two donations per 

county valued at $50 or more for 
the silent auction at the 94th annual 
meeting Dec. 6-7 in Montgomery. 
The auction benefits the Alabama 
Farmers Agriculture Foundation.

New items will be accepted. 
Counties may send money by Nov. 25 
for Federation staff to buy items. For 
more information, contact Amanda 
Butts at (334) 612-5525.

Now Accepting Applications For A.L.F.A. Leaders

The Alabama Farmers Federation is 
accepting applications for the fourth 

Agricultural Leaders for Alabama (A.L.F.A.) 
class.

The leadership program focuses 
on personal development, political 
involvement, effective communication 
and understanding of the Federation.

“A.L.F.A. Leaders is about molding 
our state and organization’s leaders for 
today, but it’s also preparing them for 
service tomorrow,” said Jennifer Himburg, 
Federation Young Farmers director. “We 
realize that time spent away from the 
farm or office is a sacrifice, but we’re 

certain that participating in this class is an 
investment in your future.”

The program includes six seminars 
over two years.

Members age 25 to 45 and in good 
standing in the county Federation are 
eligible. Applications are due March 15 
with three letters of recommendation, 
including one from the county Federation 
president. 

For more information, email Himburg 
at jhimburg@alfafarmers.org. 

Applications are available at 
alfafarmers.org/programs/divisions/
alfa-leaders.
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Youth Livestock Shows Teach Responsibility

Ten-year-old Nathan Wallace, right, tells Alabama Farmers Federation representatives how he 
prepared for the market hog show at the Greater Gulf State Fair in Mobile Nov. 3. From left are 
Mobile County Farmers Federation Board member Tommy Odom; State Rep. Jack Williams, 
R-Wilmer; Alabama Farmers Federation President Jimmy Parnell; and Wallace. The Federation 
also sponsored similar events at the Alabama National Fair in Montgomery Oct. 30-Nov. 8.

Glovers Receive Bill Moody Award

 

Alabama Farmers Federation Forestry Division Director Rick Oates, 
right, presented the Bill Moody Award to Joel and Melanie Glover of 
Coosa County at the Alabama TREASURE Forest annual meeting in 
Alexander City Oct. 16. The award recognizes landowners committed 
to TREASURE Forest’s multiple-use philosophy.

Alfa Insurance Offers 
More Farm Coverage

Alfa Insurance now offers coverage for 
certain agritourism activities and has 

changed existing farmowner policies to 
provide new coverage and clarify policy 
limits. 

“Alfa is deeply rooted in rural 
Alabama, and it’s important for us to 
meet the changing needs of agriculture,” 
said Danny Carter, manager of 
commercial and farm underwriting.

Last month, Alfa agents began 
offering coverage for corn mazes, 
pumpkin patches, hay rides, public tours 
and special events under a commercial 
general liability policy. Coverage for 
U-pick farms is available through a special 
farmowner policy endorsement.

Current Alfa customers will soon 
receive a notice outlining farmowner 
policy changes, which include coverage 
for damage to borrowed or rented 
equipment up to $10,000; coverage 
for loss or damage to miscellaneous 
tools used in the farming operation 
up to $2,000; and coverage for first aid 
expenses up to $500.


