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Cooks Have A Ball In Montgomery
Just in time for football tailgates and 

the holidays, ladies from 28 counties 
whipped up “udderly” delightful 
cheeseballs during the Alabama Farmers 
Federation’s 42nd annual Heritage 
Cooking Contest in Montgomery Sept. 7.

Harriet Jones of Chambers County 
won the contest and $150 for her original 
recipe cheeseball. St. Clair County’s 
Emily Taylor received $100 for second 
place with a pimento cheese and bacon 
cheeseball, while Je�erson County’s Polly 
McClure placed third and received $50 for 
her bruschetta cheeseball.

Before her county’s preliminary 
cooking contest, Jones said she didn’t 
have a favorite cheeseball recipe. She 
scoured cookbooks for inspiration, and 
three trials later, Jones had an award-
winning recipe featuring cream cheese 
and sharp cheddar cheese.

 “I grew up with homemade butter 

and milk where the cream rose to the 
top,” said Jones, whose father kept a milk 
cow during her childhood. “Even though I 
hadn’t made many cheeseballs before the 
contest, I plan on making more now!”

Federation Women’s Leadership 
Division Director Kim Ramsey said this 
year’s recipes will help cooks prepare for 
fall family events and holiday gatherings.

“It’s a great way for our contestants 
to spotlight the dairy industry,” Ramsey 
said. “The ladies stirred up variations 
on cheeseballs representing di�erent 
commodities around the state.”

Around 120 attendees snacked 
on the cheeseballs after laughing and 
learning with Karen Ingram, who owns 
SweetCreek Farm Market in Pike Road 
with husband Reed.

Visit tinyurl.com/HeritageCooking17 
to access recipes. View more photos on 
the Federation’s Facebook page.

From left, Harriet Jones of Chambers County received $150 for winning the 42nd annual 
Heritage Cooking Contest Sept. 7 with her original recipe cheeseball; St. Clair County’s Emily 
Taylor received $100 for second place with a pimento cheese and bacon cheeseball; and 
Je�erson County’s Polly McClure placed third and received $50 for her bruschetta cheeseball. 

Farmers Weathering 
Mother Nature

With remnants of rain from 
Hurricane Harvey behind 

them, Alabama producers are back 
in the �elds. Around half the state’s 
corn crop is harvested, according to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Sept. 5 Crop Progress and 
Conditions Report.

Farmers aren’t just battling 
weather. Pests also pose a risk to 
Alabama crops.

As cotton bolls open across 
the state, Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System agents encourage 
farmers to scout for silverleaf 
white�ies.

Cotton planted from mid-May 
into June is at greatest risk. The most 
economical treatment is around $23 
an acre. Consultants recommend 
treating hardest-hit �elds twice. ACES 
specialists say peanuts are not as 
susceptible, but encourage growers 
to watch soybeans.

“Producers have found cases 
of soybean rust in half of Alabama’s 
counties,” said Carla Hornady, the 
Alabama Farmers Federation’s 
Cotton, Soybeans and Wheat & Feed 
Grain divisions director. “Excess rain 
has taken a toll on crops in some 
parts of Alabama, while other regions 
had near-perfect growing conditions. 
We won’t know the real e�ects until 
the combines stop and checks start 
rolling in later this year.”

Issues from last year’s drought 
also drag on as southern pine beetles 
plague the state’s timber. 

The Alabama Forestry 
Commission (AFC) urges landowners 
to monitor property and contact their 
local AFC o�ce or registered forester 
for management recommendations.



Blankenship Meets With Wildlife Committee

The State Wildlife Committee discussed policy development, Game Check and the University 
of Montevallo’s President’s Outdoor Scholars Program Aug. 31 in Montgomery. Alabama 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Commissioner Chris Blankenship, standing, 
also met with the group. Blankenship was acting commissioner before being appointed Aug. 12.

Alfa and the Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion continued supporting students 

in the Rural Medicine Program (RMP) of 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) through a book stipend.

The $500-per-student stipend was 
presented to the 2017 entering class 
during a matriculation ceremony in 
Opelika Aug. 22. Students also received 
clinical white coats and stethoscopes.

The RMP guides students to return to 
rural Alabama as primary care physicians. 
RMP is completed before medical school.

Alfa has provided the book stipend 
since the �rst class in 2006. All students 
are now practicing physicians in Alabama, 
with 79 percent serving rural Alabama. 

This year’s class of 11 students will 
do course work at Auburn University (AU) 
addressing the needs of rural Alabamians. 
They will enter UAB’s School of Medicine 
in the 2018-2019 academic year.  

Alfa, Farmers Federation Continue Support Of UAB Rural Medicine Program

Front row from left are Hannah Howard of Lowndesboro, Huntingdon College; Lee Butler 
of Haleyville, University of Alabama (UA); Yesenia Lopez of Crossville, UAB; Chirag Patel of 
Enterprise, UAB; Paul Morris of Sylacauga, Troy University; and Bess Butler of Harvest, UA. Back 
row from left are Sydney Blankenship of Abbeville, AU; Austin Martindale of Russellville, UA; 
Wallace Timms of Wetumpka, Huntingdon College; Janison Hunter of Cedar Blu�, UA; and 
Adam Bashir of Selma, AU.

Alabamians On The Move
• Tony Tooke, Lamar County 

native, became the 18th chief of 
the U.S. Forest Service Sept. 5. 
The Mississippi State University 
graduate, who was raised on a 200-
acre farm in Detroit, has worked 37 
years with the Forest Service.

• Hal Taylor is the secretary of the 
Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, 

as of early August. Taylor served as 
acting secretary since April.

• Trey Glenn has been named the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) Region 4 
administrator. The former Alabama 
Department of Environmental 
Management head will oversee EPA 
operations in the Southeast.

Free Ag Discovery Event 
Is Sept. 23 In Shorter
Guest column from AAES Outlying Units 
Director Dale Monks

Ag Discovery Adventure Day will give 
consumers a taste of farm life Sept. 

23 at E.V. Smith Research Center (EVSRC) 
in Shorter. Attendees of the free event 
will learn about technology, agriculture 
and food production.

During last year’s event, technology’s 
role in agriculture was highlighted 
through yield monitors and GPS. The 
same technology will be on display 
this year, as will peanut digging, cotton 
picking and GPS-guided hayrides. 
Pumpkin and corn mazes will be 
available. Attendees will also learn how 
to cast a �shing pole and how to harvest 
rainwater.

Visit tinyurl.com/AgDiscovery17 to 
learn more.

Special Election Sept. 26

Voters are encouraged to head to the 
polls Sept. 26 for the Republican 

primary runo� election for U.S. Senate.
Incumbent Sen. Luther Strange is 

endorsed by FarmPAC and serves on the 
Senate Ag Committee. Strange faces 
former Alabama Supreme Court Justice 
Roy Moore. The republican candidate will 
face democrat Doug Jones in the Dec. 12 
election.



Commodity Corner
Alabama Fruit & Vegetable Growers 

Association
Horticulture producers and industry 

leaders should mark their calendars for 
the Alabama Fruit & Vegetable Growers 
Association Conference and Trade Show 
Nov. 16-17 in Clanton. Registration opens 
Sept. 29 at afvga.org.

-Mac Higginbotham, AFVGA director

Hay & Forage
Entries for the Southeastern Hay 

Contest are due Sept. 21. Seven individual 
category winners will be awarded cash 
prizes. The overall winner will receive 
$1,000 plus use of a Massey Ferguson rake 
or mower for one season. Entries are $22 
per sample and must be submitted in 
coordination with a local Extension agent. 
In the contest’s 13-year history, Alabama 
has never won. Visit sehaycontest.com for 
full contest rules and entry details.

-Nate Jaeger, division director

Pork
For the �rst time since 1992, U.S. pork 

is slated to enter the Argentine market. 
This agreement could increase U.S. pork 
producers’ market by $10 million annu-
ally. All fresh, chilled and frozen pork are 
eligible for export. Soon, Argentine food 
safety o�cials will conduct on-site veri�-
cation of the U.S. meat inspection system.

-Guy Hall, division director

Soybeans
Soybean farmers have a new 

customer — Goodyear. The company’s 
Assurance WeatherReady tire features a 
soy-based rubber compound, bringing 
forward another market opportunity for 
soybean oil. It will be o�ered in a wide 
range of sizes this month.

-Carla Hornady, division director 

Cat�sh
The Alabama Cat�sh Producers state 

committee met Aug. 31 in Greensboro, 
where they discussed the Bama’s Best 
Cat�sh Restaurant Contest and planned 
for cat�sh promotions at the Sunbelt Ag 
Expo and Ag Roundup. The committee 
was briefed on Auburn University and 
USDA e�orts to control cat�sh losses from 
aeromonas. The committee also funded a 
request to explore new marketing ideas 
for “big �sh” not sold in premium markets. 

-Mitt Walker, division director

Peanuts
Growers should start checking 

peanuts to determine optimum maturity 
dates for harvest. Pod blast tests are avail-
able Tuesdays and Fridays in September 
and October from 8 a.m. to noon at the 
Wiregrass Research and Extension Center. 
This management tool can add 3-5 points 
on the grading scale.

-Caleb Bristow, division director

Events & Deadlines
• September-December - Quick-

books Classes for Farmers
• Visit aces.edu/go/734 for 
locations and dates

• September - Timber Tax Work-
shops

• Visit tinyurl.com/timbertax17 
for locations and dates

• Sept. 21 - Absentee ballot 
applications due for special 
election

• tinyurl.com/ALabsentee17
• Sept. 23 - Ag Discovery 

Adventure Day in Shorter
• tinyurl.com/AgDiscovery17

• Sept. 25 - Registration closes 
for Alabama TREASURE Forest 
Association annual meeting Oct. 
26-28 in Florence

• alfafarmers.org
• Sept. 25 - Absentee ballots due 

for special election
• Sept. 26 - Federation Policy 

Development Meeting
• Sept. 26 - Republican primary 

runo� election for U.S. Senate
• FarmPAC endorsed incumbent 
Sen. Luther Strange

• Oct. 18 - Registration closes for 
Federation annual meeting Dec. 
3-4 in Montgomery

• alfafarmers.org

Nuts & Bolts
• Over $150,000 in scholarships  

was presented to 81 Auburn 
University students majoring in 
agriculture, forestry or related 
degrees during the Alabama 
Farmers Federation Scholarship 
Recipients Luncheon Aug. 22. 
Learn more in the October 
Neighbors magazine.

• John Allen Nichols will work 
part time with Governmental 
and Agricultural Programs 
Department this fall. Nichols, a 
law student, interned with the 
Federation this summer.

• Fact sheets are now available 
for Alabama’s 17 commodities. 
Visit tinyurl.com/ALfactsheets17 
and click each division’s page to 
access the sheets.

Brazilian Farmers Scout For Alabama Ag Insight

Sixteen Brazilian farm managers, researchers and ag company representatives toured 
the Montgomery County cotton �elds of Shep Morris, right, Aug. 16. Questions focused on 
herbicides, yields and boll weevils. After the tour, they visited the Milstead Farm Group gin in 
Shorter. Other stops included Texas, Georgia and Moline, Illinois. 
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Roby, Farmers Talk 2018 Farm Bill

U.S. Rep. Martha Roby, who represents Alabama’s District 2, discussed 
the upcoming farm bill and other important topics with farmer 
constituents at the Alabama Farmers Federation home o�ce in 
Montgomery Aug. 17. Roby is pictured with Elmore County farmer 
Richard Edgar. 

The Alabama Farmers Federation presented $120,000 and 10 red wagons to Children’s of 
Alabama Aug. 30. Front row from left are State Legislative Programs for the Senate Director 
Matthew Durdin, Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Cause Marketing and Corporate 
Partnerships at Children’s Director Emily Hornak and Federation Executive Director Paul Pinyan. 
Back row from left are Area 2 Director Wiley Bailey, Area 6 Director Wallace Drury, Area 5 
Director David He�in, Bookkeeper Stacey Thrash, Area 3 Director Kyle Hayes, Area 8 Director 
Boyd Deal and Area 4 Director David Farnsworth.

Ten red wagons wrapped in farm 
images provided the perfect back-

drop Aug. 30 for a $120,000 donation to 
Children’s of Alabama from Alfa Insurance 
employees and Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion members. 

The Federation’s Matthew Durdin 
organized the Children’s fundraiser as 
part of the Alfa Cares initiative.

“In all of my years working at Alfa, 
this was one of my proudest moments,” 
said Durdin, the Federation’s state 
legislative programs director for the 
Senate. “To partner with Children’s of 
Alabama and raise $120,000 through a 
company-wide campaign proves we’re an 
Alfa family. We all know a relative, friend 
or neighbor touched by Children’s.”

The 10 wagons will transport patients 
within the hospital. One wagon was 
given in honor of each Federation area 
organization director, who raised more 
than $80,000 from county Federations 
and individual members. 

With more than 2 million square feet, 
Children’s of Alabama is the third-largest 
pediatric medical facility in the U.S.

Federation Members, Alfa Employees Give Back To Children’s of Alabama




