News from the Alabama Farmers Federation *AlfaFarmers.org

Broadband Grants To
Benefit Alabamians

ore than 8,000 rural Alabama

households, farms, businesses
and health care facilities are poised
to benefit from a $62.3-million high-
speed broadband infrastructure
investment.

In early December, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
announced the investment through
the first round of its ReConnect
Pilot Program. Impacted Alabama
counties include Marion, Lamar,
Fayette, Franklin, Winston, Walker,
Choctaw, Washington, Jackson,
DeKalb and Colbert counties.

Lamar County Farmers Federation
President Will Gilmer said the new
connectivity will improve efficiency
on his dairy farm, which currently
has no wired connection and limited
LTE or 4G.

"If we're doing mechanical
work and looking up a part on the
schematics, | need a bigger screen
than a phone,” Gilmer said. “A lot of
the time, | go back from the farm to
the house looking things up.”

He also noted internet access
would allow for participation
in online marketing of animals
and help directly download milk
weights and quality samples.
Gilmer currently downloads the
information at home using a limited
DSL connection, formats it, saves the
intel on a thumb drive and transfers
it to his farm computer.

“Since | don't have internet at the
farm, (the direct-download software)
doesn't work,” he said.

The loans and loan-grant
combinations will create or
improve connectivity through the
Tombigbee Electric Cooperative,
Millry Telephone Co., Farmers
Telecommunications Cooperative

and National Telephone of Alabama.

Learn more at rd.usda.gov.
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Nearly 1,400 farmers and industry leaders gathered in Montgomery Dec. 8-9 for the
Alabama Farmers Federation’s 98th annual meeting. From left are Federation Southwest
Area Vice President Jake Harper of Wilcox County and Clarke County Women's Leadership

Committee Chair Marie Slade.

olicy, politics and award presentations

took center stage during the Alabama
Farmers Federation’s 98th annual
meeting in Montgomery.

Nearly 1,400 farmers and industry
partners attended the meeting Dec. 8-9
at the Renaissance Hotel.

Special guests included keynote
speaker Trey Gowdy, a former U.S.
congressman from South Carolina. His
address encouraged attendees to "be
the messenger” and share their values to
enact change.

"Find something worth living for,”
Gowdy said. "Then lead a life of
authenticity and hope and persuasion
that can make this country exactly what
you want it to be.”

FarmPAC-endorsed U.S. Senate
candidate Tommy Tuberville also spoke
with guests, thanking farmers for their
support.

“l want to be your leader in
Washington, D.C.," Tuberville said. “I love
this state and this country so much | want
to go fight for it.”

During her address, Gov. Kay Ivey

shared appreciation for Federation
members’ support of the Rebuild
Alabama plan.

Additionally, leaders were elected
to the state board. They are Secretary-
Treasurer Steve Dunn of Conecuh
County; Southwest Area Vice President
Jake Harper of Wilcox County; Central
Area Vice President Jon Hegeman of
Calhoun County; District 2 Director
Mark Byrd of Morgan County; District
5 Director Joe Anders of Tuscaloosa
County; District 8 Director Jimmy
Holliman of Dallas County; and District
11 Director Mark Kaiser of Baldwin
County.

Elected to one-year, ex-officio
terms were State Women'’s Leadership
Committee Chairman Kathy Gordon of
Montgomery County and State Young
Farmers Committee Chairman Jonathan
Sanders of Coffee County.

U.S. Rep. Martha Roby, R-Ala., was
also presented the Service to Agriculture
Award, the Federation'’s highest honor.

For more conference photos, visit the
Federation’s Facebook and Flickr pages.



he Alabama Small Business

Commission is conducting listening
sessions to hear community needs and
issues affecting business owners before
the Alabama Legislature convenes for its ¥
session Feb. 4.

The sessions will be Jan. 15 at Auburn
University in Auburn, Jan. 22 at Shelton
State Community College in Tuscaloosa
and Jan. 29 at 5 Rivers Delta Resource
Center in Spanish Fort.

e T Conference Focuses On Future Of Forage

Horticultural Expo in Mobile Alabama Farmers Federation State Hay & Forage Committee members attended the
Alabama Forage Conference Dec. 3-4. The Rogersville meeting included seminars and
Tennessee Valley Research and Extension Center tours. From left are Win Parmer, Autauga
Jan. 17-22 - American Farm Bureau County; Committee Chair Steve Stroud, Pike County; and Joe Ching, Mobile County.
Federation annual convention in
Austin, Texas

Jan. 16 - Alabama Catfish Checkoff
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Referendum labama Catfish Producers go to the developing the state's multi-million-
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Young Farmers Conference in

Mobile Young Farmers Spread Christmas Cheer
* Register by Jan. 31 at
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Winston County Young Farmers helped make Christmas merry for four children in foster

care by donating clothes, shoes and toys. From left are Allie Chambless, Gage Gilliland,

March 13-15 - Beef Cattle Hannah Brannon, Zack Brannon, Garrett Seymore, Kara Seymore, Jackson Seymore, Jake
Conference in Auburn Seymore, Haley Seymore and Caitlyn Colburn.



Dig Deeper

The George Michael Henry
Memorial Scholarship fund has
been founded to honor Montgomery
County cattle farmer Mike Henry, who
passed away this year. Organized
by the Alabama Farmers Federation
State Beef Committee, this scholarship
will benefit Auburn University animal
science students. To donate, visit
AlabamaFarmersFoundation.org.

Phil Slay's dog Sue is a finalist
in the Farm Dog of the Year contest,
sponsored by Purina. To vote for the
Chambers County pup for the People's
Choice Award, “like” Sue’s photo on

Robert Byrd, a longtime greenhouse,
nursery and sod producer and
father of State Greenhouse, Nursery
& Sod Committee member Lance
Byrd, was awarded the Individual
Leadership Award for Service during
the Federation's annual meeting.
Byrd, founder of Green Valley Farms
in Montevallo, previously received
the Alabama Nursery & Landscape
Association’s Lifetime Achievement
Award. Green Valley Farms has over 200
acres of sod and nursery production.
-Hunter McBrayer, division director

China's ban on U.S. poultry and egg
products that was put into place in
January 2015 was removed last month.
With 1.4 billion people in China, this
market brings many opportunities for
American poultry farmers and will help
the industry continue to grow. Alabama
ranks second nationally in broiler
production and collectively raises a safe
and healthy protein that will thrive in this
new market.

-Russ Durrance, division director

The 15th annual Alabama-Florida
Peanut Trade Show will be Thursday,
Feb. 6 at the National Peanut Festival
fairgrounds in Dothan. Registration and
trade show opens at 8:30 a.m. Peanut
growers can visit with peanut industry
professionals from over 80 businesses
and organizations. Marshall Lamb from
the National Peanut Lab will speak
during the complimentary lunch.

-Jacob Davis, executive director

the American Farm Bureau Federation
Facebook page.

Alabama cotton is forecast at 1.10
million bales, up 24% from 2018, U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
reports. If realized, this will be Alabama's
highest production since 1948. Yield
is forecast at 987 pounds per acre, a
pound shy of 2016's record high.

USDA's Census of Horticultural
Specialties, conducted this winter, will
provide a comprehensive picture of the
U.S. horticulture industry. Survey codes
will be mailed to more than 40,000
producers to respond online.

In 2020, a three-year pilot project
for feral swine control will start in select
watersheds around Alabama. U.S.
Department of Agriculture Wildlife
Services received $3.7 million to
combat feral swine damage in Baldwin,
Escambia, Geneva, Henry, Houston
and Sumter counties. This translates to
14 full-time technicians who will work
with landowners to remove feral pigs.
For landowners outside of these pilot
areas, assistance is still available through
Wildlife Services' normal operating
budget. For more information, contact
Wildlife Services at (334) 844-5670.

-William Green, division director

U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol is a new
standard developed to help the U.S.
cotton production sector further reduce
its footprint by enabling producers to
assess performance against specific
sustainability goals. To learn more or
enroll, visit trustuscotton.org.

-Carla Hornady, division director

In a major win for U.S. beef, the upper
legislative chamber of the Japanese
government has approved its trade
agreement with the U.S. This bilateral
agreement will gradually lower tariffs on
U.S. beef from 38.5% to 9%, putting us
on a level playing field with competitors
such as Australia, Canada and Mexico.
Japan currently serves as the largest
value destination for U.S. beef,
accounting for approximately $2 billion
in sales per year.

-Brady Ragland, division director

¢ Commodity Organization Meeting
early bird registration closes Jan. 7.
Commaodity committee leaders will
be elected and educational sessions
will be held during the meeting
Feb. 3-5 in Montgomery. Register at
AlfaFarmers.org.

¢ Outstanding Young Farm Family
applications are due Jan. 15 at
AlfaYoungFarmers.org. Applicants
must be 18-35 years old and receive
the majority of their income from
production agriculture. The prize
package is worth over $60,000.

¢ Alabama Farm of Distinction
applications are due Jan. 24 at
AlabamaFarmCity.org. The Farm
of Distinction winner will represent
Alabama in the Swisher Sweets /
Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer
of the Year contest and receive over
$20,000 in prizes.

* Young Farmers Conference
registration is due Jan. 31 at
AlfaFarmers.org. The conference
is Feb. 28-March 1 in Mobile and
features farm tours spread across
Baldwin and Mobile counties. New
this year is Foundation Night Out
featuring musician Justin Jeansonne.

On The Move In Ag

Wendy Yeager of Dallas County
will serve a three-year term on the
United Soybean Board, an advisory
committee that helps maximize profit
opportunities for U.S. soy producers.

Stinson Ellis of Lowndes County
was appointed to the Alabama
Small Business Commission. The
commission encourages innovation
and addresses critical business issues.

Catherine Brady of Marion died Nov.
1. She was 85.

Brady worked for the Alabama
Cooperative Extension System for 40
years and supported the family’s catfish
operation in Perry County.

She is survived by her husband of
61 years, Jim Brady; daughter Renee
Hubbard (Kenny); son Brad Brady
(Elizabeth); and grandchildren Daniel
and David Hubbard and Matthew and
Lindsay Brady.
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USDA’s Whitley Talks Foreign Trade

U.S. Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Service

Associate Administrator Daniel Whitley, right, spoke to the

Alabama Farmers Federation state board Dec. 10 in Montgomery.

Whitley discussed foreign trade, including negotiations with

China, Brazil and African countries. He is pictured with Federation THE CULTIVATOR is published monthly by the Alabama Farmers Federation,

President Jimmy Parnell.

he Alabama Farmers Federation’s

political action committee, FarmPAC,
announced congressional endorsements
for March 2020 primary elections, which
carry through to the general election.

Congressional endorsements are
recommended by county Federations in
each district based on the candidates’
positions on key issues impacting
farmers and rural Alabama.

"We take pride in being a grassroots
organization with local leaders driving
the endorsement process,” said
Federation President Jimmy Parnell. “As
representatives of rural communities,
these leaders reflect the values, concerns
and hopes of many Alabamians.”

Congressional candidates endorsed
by FarmPac as of Dec. 16 are
Mike Rogers - District 3
Robert Aderholt - District 4
Chris Lewis - District 5
Gary Palmer - District 6
Terri Sewell - District 7

FarmPAC did not make endorsements
in every race but reserves the right to
make additional endorsements later.

a member of the American Farm Bureau Federation. Correspondence may
be addressed to THE CULTIVATOR, Marlee Moore - Editor, PO. Box 11000,
Montgomery, AL 36191-0001.
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Catfish Producers Honor Wilson For Service

Dallas County catfish farmer Butch Wilson, center, was honored as an outgoing member
of the Alabama Catfish Producers State Committee at the Alabama Catfish Conference
in Greensboro Dec. 3. Alabama Farmers Federation Catfish Division Director Mitt Walker,
left, and State Catfish Committee Chairman Sid Nelson of Sumter County made the
presentation. During the conference, producers received research updates and also
honored 2019 Alabama Catfish Farmer of the Year Willard Powe of Dallas County.



