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USDA Extends Trade Aid Sign-Ups
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 

Perdue extended the deadline 
for farmers to apply for payments 
under the Market Facilitation Program 
(MFP) through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) trade mitigation 
program.

 The original deadline was Jan. 15, but 
farmers have been unable to apply for the 
program since USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices closed Dec. 28 because of a 
lapse in government funding.

“We will extend the application 
deadline for a period of time equal to the 
number of business days FSA offices were 
closed once the government shutdown 
ends,” Perdue announced Jan. 8. “Farmers 
who have already applied for the program 
and certified their 2018 production have 
continued to receive payments.”

The final round of trade mitigation 
payments assists farmers suffering from 

financial damage due to unjustified 
trade retaliation by foreign nations. MFP 
payments are currently available for the 
second half of 2018 production for certain 
commodities. 

Commodities and payment rates are
•	 Cotton — 6 cents per pound
•	 Corn — 1 cent per bushel
•	 Dairy — 12 cents per hundredweight
•	 Pork — $8 per head
•	 Soybeans — $1.65 per bushel
•	 Sorghum — 86 cents per bushel
•	 Wheat – 14 cents per bushel

“This assistance will help with short-
term cash flow issues as we move into the 
new year,” Perdue said.

The first round of payments began 
in September after Perdue announced 
President’s Trump directive for trade aid in 
July. Producers have until May 1 to certify 
their 2018 production.

Visit farmers.gov/mfp to learn more.

Farmers To Meet With 
Congressmen In D.C.

Alabama farmers will get updates 
on key issues during the 

Washington Legislative Conference 
March 5-8. 

Registration for the Alabama 
Farmers Federation’s biannual 
conference closes Feb. 4 at 
AlfaFarmers.org.

The meeting kicks off with a 
dinner cruise along the Potomac 
River, which will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Agricultural issue briefings 
follow the next day, along with the 
popular congressional barbecue, 
where Alabama’s elected officials 
will mingle with constituents. 
A moonlight tour of national 
monuments follows.

Day 3 includes breakfast 
meetings with Alabama’s 
congressional delegation, where 
farmers will hear legislative updates 
from their respective representatives.   
Lawmakers will also answer 
questions from attendees.

The conference includes multiple 
small-group meetings with elected 
and agency officials to discuss issues 
impacting Alabama farmers.

The Federation’s Mitt Walker said 
the organization is excited to offer 
this trip for members.

“This is a great chance for 
farmers and their families to learn 
about the legislative process and see 
our nation’s capital in person,” said 
Walker, the Federation’s National 
Legislative Programs director. 
“Farmers can also talk with Alabama’s 
congressional delegation and focus 
on issues relevant to their farms, 
districts and the entire agriculture 
industry.”

Parnell Begins Visits To Alabama’s 67 Counties

Alabama Farmers Federation President Jimmy Parnell met with farmers in Covington County 
Jan. 3. Parnell will visit farmers in all of Alabama’s 67 counties over the next year. From left are 
Parnell, Federation CFO Phillip Johns, Covington County Farmers Federation President Kenneth 
Northey and Federation Bee & Honey; Greenhouse, Nursery & Sod; and Horticulture Divisions 
Director Hunter McBrayer.



Commodity Corner
Bee & Honey 

The 2018 farm bill protected bee and 
honey producers from misleading label-
ing proposed by the Food & Drug Admin-
istration (FDA). Previous proposals from 
FDA required honey, pure cane syrup and 
maple syrup producers to include “no-
sugar added” to their label. The Alabama 
Farmers Federation and American Farm 
Bureau Federation opposed the proposed 
label.

-Hunter McBrayer, division director

Beef; Meat Goat & Sheep
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) is measuring cattle, sheep and 
goat inventories through a nationwide 
survey. Results will be published Jan. 31. 
To learn more, call the Southern Regional 
Office at (800) 253-4419.

-Brian Hardin, Governmental & Ag 
Programs Department director

Cotton; Soybean; Wheat & Feed Grain
Free irrigation workshops will be held 

Jan. 22 in Decatur and Jan. 23 in Dothan. 
The workshops, hosted by Alabama 
Extension, will cover topics such as center 
pivot irrigation, drop irrigation, schedul-
ing, fertigation and more. Register for the 
Decatur workshop at bit.ly/2Q10kCT. Visit 
bit.ly/2DCLUAZ to register for the Dothan 
meeting.

-Carla Hornady, divisions director

Dairy, Pork, Poultry
The FDA and USDA recently 

announced they will jointly regulate 
cell-cultured, lab-created meat. FDA will 
oversee cell collection, cell banks, and 
cell growth and differentiation. During 
harvest, oversight switches to USDA, 
which will supervise production and 
labeling of food products derived from 
the cells of livestock and poultry.

-Guy Hall, divisions director

Forestry
President Donald Trump recently 

signed the Timber Innovation Act into 
law. The legislation will incentivize 
investments through the National Forest 
Products Laboratory and universities 
to expedite research and development 
of new wood products to be used in 
construction, such as cross-laminated 
timber.

-William Green, division director

Peanuts
The Alabama Peanut Producers 

Association is pleased with the passage 
of the 2018 farm bill. The bill provides 
stability to producers planning for the 
2019 crop and beyond and is a solid 
farm bill for all segments of the peanut 
industry.

-Brian Hardin, Governmental & Ag 
Programs Department director

Events & Deadlines
•	 Jan. 30-Feb.1 - Gulf States 

Horticultural Expo in Mobile
•	 Feb. 2 - Alabama Market Youth 

Swine Show in Anniston
•	 Feb. 5-7 - Alabama Farmers 

Federation Commodity 
Organization Conference in 
Montgomery

• Registration closes Jan. 22 at 
AlfaFarmers.org.

•	 Feb. 7 - Alabama Peanut 
Producers Association Annual 
Meeting & Trade Show in Dothan

•	 Feb. 15-16 - Alabama Cattlemen’s 
Association Convention & Trade 
Show in Birmingham

• Registration closes Feb. 8 at 
BamaBeef.org

•	 Feb. 21-23 - Catfish Farmers 
of America Convention in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas

•	 March 1-3 - Young Farmers 
Conference in Montgomery

• Registration closes Jan. 16 at 
AlfaFarmers.org.

•	 March 5 - Legislative session 
begins

•	 March 5-8 - Federation 
Washington Legislative 
Conference

• Registration closes Feb. 4 at 
AlfaFarmers.org.

•	 March 6-8 - National Pork Forum 
in Orlando, Florida

•	 March 13 - Taste of Alabama 
Legislative Reception in 
Montgomery

•	 March 14 - National Ag Day
•	 March 14-16 - Junior Beef Expo in 

Montgomery
• JrBeefExpo.com

Get Ag-tive
•	 Outstanding Young Farm Family 

applications are due Jan. 15. 
Applicants must be 18-35 years 
old as of Jan. 31, 2020, and derive 
most of their income from farming. 
Applicants will interview during 
the Young Farmers Conference 
March 1, and three finalists will 
be announced to compete for 
the grand prize package, worth 
more than $60,000. Learn more at 
AlfaYoungFarmers.org.

•	 Farm of Distinction applications 
are due Jan. 25. Three finalists 
will compete for a prize package 
worth more than $20,000 and 
will represent Alabama in the 
Swisher Sweets / Sunbelt Ag Expo 
Southeastern Farmer of the Year 
contest in October. To apply or 

learn more, farmers should visit 
AlabamaFarmCity.org. 

•	 A Census of Aquaculture is being 
taken by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), along with the 
annual Catfish Survey. Results will 
be published Feb. 15 in the Catfish 
Production Report. Learn more at 
nass.usda.gov.

•	 Alabama Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) sign-ups end Jan. 25 for 
the first batching period. EQIP 
helps landowners implement 
conservation practices or activities 
that address natural resource 
concerns on their land. To apply, 
visit a local USDA service center or 
visit nrcs.usda.gov/getstarted to 
learn more.

Staggs Grocery Named 
Bama’s Best Breakfast

Staggs Grocery in Florence is bringing 
home the bacon as the winner of 

Bama’s Best Breakfast. Fans voted on 
Facebook for their favorite breakfast food 
eatery during a recent contest by “Simply 
Southern TV.”

The longtime Lauderdale County 
staple will receive $300 from the Alabama 
Wheat & Feed Grain Producers, which 
sponsored the contest. Staggs Grocery 
will also be featured on an episode of 
“Simply Southern TV” March 24.



O B I T U A R Y
Cloyce Hammonds of Wellington 

died Dec. 25. He was 79.
Hammonds formerly served on the 

Alabama Farmers Federation state board 
and was a Calhoun County Farmers 
Federation past president. He received 
the Senior Leader Award in 2014.

He is survived by wife of 58 years 
Mary Faye Hammonds; daughter Benita 
Morris (Greg); and son Bryan Hammonds 
(Mary).

Ag In The Classroom Mini-Grants Fund Ag Literacy Projects In Alabama

 

Escambia County High School (ECHS) received an Alabama Ag in the 
Classroom mini-grant Dec. 17 to help fund its community garden. From 
left are ECHS Principal Dennis Fuqua; state Rep. Alan Baker, R-Brewton; 
Escambia County Farmers Federation President Sammy Gibbs; ECHS ag 
teacher Dr. Rodney Owens; and state Sen. Greg Albritton, R-Atmore.

Valley Grande Elementary School was presented an Alabama Ag in 
the Classroom mini-grant Dec. 19. The school’s project, “We Can Read,” 
purchased books to help teach children to love reading while learning 
about agriculture. From left are state Rep. Prince Chestnut, D-Selma, and 
school librarian Brenda Powell.

Ag In Action
•	 The Modern Fish Act, the most 

significant update to America’s 
saltwater fishing regulations in 
more than 40 years, was signed 
Dec. 31 by President Donald 
Trump. The legislation will improve 
recreational harvest data, provide 
direction for management tools, 
and lead studies of fisheries, 
including those related to the 

Gulf of Mexico Regional Fishery 
Management Council.

•	 The National Poultry Technology 
Center’s (NPTC) new director is Dr. 
Jeremiah Davis. He formerly served 
as NPTC associate director and 
has been an associate professor in 
Auburn University’s Department 
of Biosystems Engineering since 
2015.

Young Farmers Focus 
On Farm Tours

Farm tours again headline the 
Alabama Farmers Federation 

Young Farmers Conference March 
1-3. Registration closes Jan. 16 at 
AlfaFarmers.org.

The conference kicks off with a 
live auction benefiting the Alabama 
Farmers Agriculture Foundation and 
a welcome from Federation President 
Jimmy Parnell.

Buses depart the next morning 
for tours, ranging from cattle farms to 
agritourism and from greenhouses to 
manufacturing facilities.

The conference closes with 
entertainment by River Dan Band 
and the announcement of the 2019 
Outstanding Young Farm Family 
finalists.

Two College Scholarship Applications Close Jan. 31

High school seniors and college 
students should act quickly to apply 

for thousands of dollars in scholarship 
money through two programs. Jan. 31 
is the deadline to apply for both the Alfa 
Foundation Scholarship Program and the 
Alabama Farmers Agriculture Foundation 
(AFAF) Program.

In its sixth year, the Alfa Foundation 
Scholarship Program will award 100 
scholarships worth $1,000 to students 
studying at an Alabama college, university 
or technical school. Applicants must be 
Alabama Farmers Federation members. 
Visit AlfaInsurance.com and click on the 
scholarship program button in the middle 
of the page for the application.

Through the AFAF Scholarship 
Program, one student per county may 
be awarded a $1,750 scholarship. To 
apply, the student must be seeking an 

agriculture- or forestry-related degree 
from Auburn University or Alabama A&M 
University.

Visit AlfaFarmers.org and click on the 
scholarship banner for details about the 
AFAF Scholarship Program. Applicants 
must have a Federation membership or 
be a dependent of a Federation member. 
Auburn students should also apply for 
the scholarship through AUSOM (Auburn 
University Scholarship Opportunity 
Manager).

While a recent report shows a small 
percentage of students consider studying 
agriculture or forestry, those jobs are 
in high demand. More than 20,000 
agriculture-related jobs go unfilled each 
year, according to a recent job report 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
For details on career opportunities in 
agriculture, visit AlfaYoungFarmers.org.
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Maples Competes In National Forage Contest

Ben Maples of Limestone County represented the Alabama Farmers Federation during the 
Forage Spokesperson Competition at the American Forage & Grassland Council annual 
convention in St. Louis, Missouri, Jan. 7-9. He won the state contest during the Commodity 
Producers Conference in Montgomery in August. Maples, a farmer and agriscience teacher, is 
pictured with wife Heather.

Hurricane Michael Relief 
Applications Due Jan. 31

Farmers impacted by Hurricane 
Michael may apply for grants from 

the Alabama Farmers Agriculture 
Foundation (AFAF) through Jan. 31. Apply 
at AlabamaFarmersFoundation.org.

Foundation Chairman Jimmy Parnell 
said the nonprofit will disperse almost 
$200,000 donated by individuals, county 
Federations and agribusinesses.

“The Foundation established the 
Alabama Farmers Hurricane Relief Fund 
in response to people asking how they 
could help,” Parnell said. “We will now use 
an application process to make sure every 
dollar goes directly to a farmer in need.”

Funds will be targeted toward farmer 
losses not covered by a farmowner policy, 
crop insurance or disaster relief programs. 
The application allows farmers to 
describe losses to crops, buildings, timber 
and fencing. A committee will evaluate 
applications and distribute funds based 
on the extent of non-covered losses.

To learn more, contact Brian Hardin 
at bhardin@alfafarmers.org or (334) 613-
4217. 

Irrigation A Hot Topic In Hartford

An Alabama Irrigation Initiative Farmers Irrigation Forum was 
held Dec. 18 in Hartford. From left are Alabama Association of 
Conservation Districts 1st Vice President Johnny Lee of Henry County; 
Sen. Donnie Chesteen, R-Geneva; James Manasco, field representative 
for U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt; and Geneva County Soil & Water 
Conservation’s Steve Dunn.


