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Statewide Collegiate Discussion Meet Overview
Background Information:
· The Discussion Meet is a competition endorsed by the Alabama Farmers Federation State Young Farmers Committee.
· It simulates a committee meeting where active participation and discussion are essential.
· Competitors will engage in discussions on pre-selected topics related to agriculture.
· The competition emphasizes cooperation, constructive criticism, problem-solving, and effective communication.
· Participants are encouraged to approach discussions as cooperative problem-solving exercises, rather than persuasive speeches.
· Success in the Discussion Meet is measured by productive thinking and adaptability, rather than emotional persuasion.

Competition Objectives:
· The Discussion Meet serves as a platform to achieve the following objectives:
· Stimulate logical thinking and a desire for accurate information.
· Develop a concise and direct manner of speaking.
· Improve the ability to listen actively.
· Assist participants in overcoming timidness or stage fright.
· Foster the practice of giving and receiving criticism constructively.
· Teach the value of compromise and consensus-building.
· Provide valuable networking opportunities.
· Develop leaders capable of effective problem-solving through group discussion.
· By promoting these objectives, the Discussion Meet aims to empower young farmers and ranchers to become informed advocates for agriculture and effective leaders in their communities.

Eligibility:
· Full-time undergraduate students enrolled in any Alabama university or community college between the ages of 18-35.
· Each participant should be actively involved in agricultural pursuits, either through coursework, extracurricular activities, or personal experience. Each participant must be a member of the Alabama Farmers Federation or affiliated with a recognized agricultural organization.
Prizes:
· First Prize: $1,000 Scholarship & expense paid trip to compete in the AFBF Fusion Conference in New Orleans, March 2027
· Second Prize: $750 Scholarship 
· Third Prize: $500 Scholarship
· Fourth Prize: $250 Scholarship
Timeline:
· Announcement and Registration (Closes September 25th): The competition will be announced statewide, inviting interested students to register for the Discussion Meet. Registration forms will be available online.
· Registered participants will receive detailed information about the competition format and topics at close of registration. They will have the opportunity to prepare their talking points familiarize themselves with the discussion guidelines.
· Competition (October 2nd): The competition will be held at Auburn Marriott Opelika Resort and Conference Center, where participants will engage in discussions on pre-selected topics. Judges will evaluate participants based on their communication skills, critical thinking, and ability to collaborate effectively. The top qualifiers from each round will advance to the Final Four, where a winner, 2nd 3rd and 4th place will be selected.

Through the Statewide Collegiate Discussion Meet, we aim to inspire a new generation of agricultural leaders who are equipped with the skills and knowledge to address the complex challenges facing the agricultural industry in Alabama and beyond.














2026-2027 Alabama Farmers Federation Discussion Meet Questions

1. Growth in rural areas can strain rural energy infrastructure. How can Farm Bureau work with stakeholders to advocate for proactive planning at the local, state and national levels that safeguards affordable, reliable energy access for farmers and ranchers as well as their rural neighbors while protecting farmland from unnecessary eminent domain?

2. Rural and large animal veterinary practices and professionals continue to decrease in numbers across the country. How can Farm Bureau help attract and retain rural and large animal veterinarians for member communities?

3. With the continued ripple effect of supply chain challenges related to meat processing, how can Farm Bureau leverage its grassroots network to reduce barriers and create pathways for the development of local USDA certified meat processing?

4. How can Farm Bureau and its young leaders leverage relationships with agricultural youth organizations to attract more young leaders to the Young Farmers & Ranchers program?

5. Increased public concern over healthy diets and chronic childhood disease has raised questions, as well as criticism, about modern agriculture and the food system. How can Farm Bureau effectively engage in this discussion and advocate for the critical science-based tools and research farmers need to fulfill their commitment to grow healthy, sustainable food, fiber and fuel?






These questions will be used for the 2026 Alabama Farmers Federation Collegiate Discussion Meet and the 2027 American Farm Bureau Collegiate Discussion Meet held in New Orleans, LA in March, 2027
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